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Dear

S
ir

o
r

Madam:

We

a
re pleased to present our comments o
n

th
e

draft Chesapeake Bay Watershed

TMDL. We believe that a TMDL which is fair and equitable and cost effective will provide

th
e

greatest

level o
f

reasonable assurance o
f

a successful program results to clean u
p

th
e

Chesapeake Bay b
y

2025.

Additionally, w
e

a
re very optimistic that there

a
re substantive desires across

th
e board

f
o
r

a
ll

o
f

th
e

sectors, and our political leadership to find practicable solutions that can achieve

th
e Bay goals.

We respectfully submit

th
e

following comments o
n

th
e

draft TMDL:

1
. EPA should rectify

th
e Chesapeake Bay Model based o
n

th
e Phase 5.3mod urban acreages and

reassess

th
e TMDL load allocations based o
n

th
e

corrected output before issuing

th
e TMDLs.

2
.

EPA should restate

th
e

goal o
f

retrofit based upon acreage s
o

that any substantive change in th
e

amount o
f

impervious due to th
e

corrected BayShed model that does

n
o
t

balloon

th
e

States’

retrofit obligations.

3
.

N
o

revenues have been identified to undertake these massive obligations. This is particularly

crucial in our current state o
f

th
e

economy,

th
e

massive unemployment and related state and

local government fiscal constraints.

4
.

EPA’s hurry- u
p mode o
f

developing

th
e TMDL and

th
e very short public comment period cannot

lead to a well-thought- out program; and likewise with

th
e

lack o
f

stakeholder input a
s the

TMDL was developed. Clearly unintended consequences will arise.

5
.

Beginning in 2011, f
o
r

construction projects, every new structure in th
e

Bay watershed will need

to offset

it
s potential impact o
n

th
e Bay b
y

purchasing credits from trading and offset

programs that have

y
e
t

to b
e developed.



6
.

The TMDL

h
a

s

been

s
e

t

u
p

s
o

that increases in population

a
re

n
o
t

going to have

th
e

same levels o
f

new housing available to them, increased pricing and in turn, limit th
e

many financial benefits

o
f

new development.

We would welcome

th
e

opportunity to share our concerns with

th
e EPA in greater detail.

Sincerely,

Thomas M
.

Farasy

President


